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Pictogram - Newer style markings available on the MP5
beginning in the early 1980’s. Often referred to as
international symbols for obvious reasons, they are the
simplest for all persons to understand as each symbol
represents the number of rounds that will be fired when
the trigger is pulled and held rearward with a full
magazine inserted in the weapon.

P=<] One white bullet in a closed white box denote
safe.

P==1 One red bullet in a closed red box denotes
semiautomatic, or one bullet only with each
pull of the trigger.

Two or three red bullets in a closed red box
denotes two or three round burst, or two or
three rounds respectfully with each pull of
the trigger.

Seven red bullets in an open ended red box
denotes fully automatic, or as many rounds
that can be fired before the trigger is
released or the magazine is emptied.

from left fromright
IL.# 17A - Pictogram Markings

As with the SEF symbols, the pictogram symbols also
appear on both sides of the trigger group. To place the
weapon in one of the firing modes the tail end of the
safety/selector lever is rotated to bring the white
indicator line in line with the appropriate symbol. All
trigger groups marked with the pictogram symbols are
ambidextrous groups without a thumb rest for use by right
and left handed operators.

Numerical - The numerical symbols are the least common
encountered in the U.S. and could be considered an
interim and special order symbol, more often seen
overseas. They combine the letter/number symbols similar
to the SEF group but provide ambidextrous safety/selector
levers and pistol grip.
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8 - 1in white denotes safe and stands for "Sicher" in
German.

E - 1in red denotes semiautomatic and stands for
"Einzelfeuer" in German.

3F - in red denotes three-~-shot burst and stands for
"Drei-Schuss-Feuerstoss" in German.

F - in red denotes fully automatic (unlimited) and
stands for "Unbegrenzter Feuerstoss" in German.

The numerical symbols appear on both right and left sides
of the trigger group. As is done with the ambidextrous
trigger groups with pictogram symbols, the tail end of
the safety/selector lever is rotated to bring the white
indicator lines into alignment with the desired firing
mode. - .

IlL.# 18A - Numerical Markings

The various modes of fire and their applicable symbols appear
in different combinations on the host of optional trigger
groups available for the MP5. An individual may find other
types of foreign country or user specific symbols on H&K MP5
trigger groups throughout the world that are not mentioned
here. Generally the location of the various modes of fire are
the same on similar style trigger groups, only the symbol at
that position would vary based on the native language or

preference of the specific customer for which that item was
made.

Cocking Lever - The cocking lever is located above the
forearm/foregrip of the MP5 and protrudes from the cocking
lever housing (tube) at approximately a 45 degree angle. This
solid control is attached to a tubular piece within the
cocking lever housing called the cocking lever support which,

in turn, makes contact with the forward extension of the bolt
group.
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The cocking lever is generally operated with the non-firing
hand, allowing the firing hand to remain on the trigger group.
The position of the cocking lever allows easy actuation
without the need to break out of the firing position.

The cocking lever on the MP5 is non-reciprocating and thus
does not move with the bolt as it cycles in the weapon. The
cocking lever is held in a forward position by a spring detent
located in the front end of the cocking lever support which
engages in the cocking lever housing. The cocking lever only
travels rearward when it is manually operated by the operator.

To lock the bolt rearward, the cocking lever is pulled fully
to the rear and rotated slightly clockwise where it can be
hooked into the indent in the cocking lever housing. To
properly release the bolt forward it is recommended that the
cocking lever be "slapped" forward by passing the palm of the
non-firing hand from right to left across the top of the
weapon and pushing the cocking lever out of the indent. The
compressed recoil spring will drive the bolt group forward
with more than sufficient force to chamber a round.

Do not ride the cocking lever forward by hooking the fingers
around the cocking lever. Slap the cocking lever forward as
described above.

The cocking lever is not attached to the bolt group and
therefore cannot be used as a forward assist to fully seat the
bolt group.

Bolt Catch - The bolt catch, positioned on the left side of
the receiver of the weapon above the trigger (see ill. # 9A),
is available only on the MP5/10 and MP5/40 submachine guns.
This device performs the same function as any conventional
bolt catch found on other weapons in the world. That function
is to hold the bolt group to the rear anytime the bolt catch
release lever is engaged by the operator or by the follower of
an empty magazine and the bolt is cycled rearward.

To engage the bolt catch, the bolt catch release lever is
pressed upward by a small tab located on the magazine
follower. This action in turn positions a metal tab in the
way of the bolt as it returns forward. This tab holds the
bolt group rearward and the chamber open until the bolt catch
release lever is pressed downward by the operator.
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Generally, the operator uses his/her non-firing hand to
depress the bolt catch release lever to close the bolt of the
weapon. The bolt can also be released by removing the empty
magazine or replacing it with a loaded magazine and pulling
the cocking lever fully rearward and releasing.

While the bolt catch may also be engaged by the operator to
lock the bolt open, it is a much similar operation to simply
retract and lock the cocking lever into the notch in the
cocking lever housing as is done with the 9mm MPS.

There has been a great deal of discussion about the usefulness
of a bolt catch on a weapon and the obvious absence of such a-
device on some H&K weapons, specifically in this case the MP5
in caliber 9mm Parabellum. The are many good, valid reasons
that this simple device was not incorporated into the design
of the 9mm MP5. These same reasons apply as to why a bolt
catch has not been incorporated into the 9mm MP5 even though
it exists on the 10mm Auto and .40 S&W caliber MP5’s, the H&K
G41 rifle and at least three prototype weapons designed by H&K
over the past 15 years.

The MP5 submachine gun was designed, like most H&K rifles,
without the bolt catch that the American user has grown
accustomed to since the M1 Garand rifle was first issued in
the 1940’s. Since that time the bolt catch has appeared on
most, if not all, American service rifles.

Many users of the MP5 have grown up with this feature and feel
the MP5 is incomplete without it.

The MP5 was designed for the West German Police and Border
guard along the same specifications as the 7.62 X 51 mm NATO
G3 rifle issued to the West German Army. The German Army did
not want the bolt of the G3 to lock to the rear at any time
and leave the most important areas of the weapon, the breech
and receiver, open to the intrusion of any debris (sand, dust,
water, etc.) that may find it’s way into the weapon and affect
the reliability of the rifle.

Many of us believe that when the bolt locks to the rear

it is an immediate indicator that the weapon is empty.
Experience, however, has shown that in most cases it is not
the bolt but the trigger that tells the firer that the
magazine is empty. Most shooters, especially those placed
under stress in a shooting scenario, attempt to pull the
trigger two or more times before they glance up at the open
ejection port to learn that the weapon’s empty magazine has
locked the bolt to the rear. Pulling the trigger on an empty
H&K chamber provides the same indication to the firer that the
weapon is empty.
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Magazine exchanges with the MP5 are as easily and as quickly

accomplished as with any weapon fitted with a bolt catch,
especially with proper training and with the use of the
optional dual magazine clamps. H&K prefers to train it’s

students to reload the weapon before the magazine is run dry,
thus never leaving the chamber empty and the operator more or
less defenseless. Like speedy magazine changes, this is also
a learned behavior with proper training.

Why then did H&K add this feature to the other H&K weapons
noted above? For no other reason than because so many
American users have grown accustomed to this feature on other
weapons and some desire it on a submachine gun. With the
required changes to the receiver, magazine, maga21ne well,

trigger group and bolt group to chamber the MP5 in callbers
10mm Auto and .40 S&W it was possible to incorporate a bolt
catch into the design of these weapons as part of that
redesign and in a cost effective manner. Such a modification
to the 9mm MP5’s to simply add a bolt catch, a feature that
offers questionable benefits to an already excellent weapon,
would not be cost effective, nor would it be a feature that
many MP5 users desire.

Magazine Release - The magazine release on the 9mm MP5’s is
a redundant control, that is there are two separate controls
that can be actuated to disengage the magazine from the
weapon. On all MP5’s, there is a magazine release lever
(paddle) located on the rear side of the magazine housing.
This spring actuated lever is normally operated with the non-
firing hand. The lever is depressed and held forward with the
thumb while the magazine is withdrawn down and out of the
maga21ne well using the four fingers of that same hand. The
magazine release lever springs back into p051tlon once it is
released to engage the newly inserted magazine. The maga21ne
release lever is most often used to remove the magazine over
the other magazine release control, the magazine release
button.

The magazine release button is located on the right side of
the magazine well just above the trigger group locking pin.
This textured button only exists on the 9mm MP5’s and is not
found, for simplicity sake, on the newer 10mm and .40 S&W
MP5’s. The magazine release button activates the same locking
mechanism that this actuated by the magazine release lever.
This control is normally depressed with the index finger of
the firing hand (right hand shooter) while the flrlng hand is
on the trigger group, if the operators finger is long enough
to reach. This gives the right hand user the ability to drop
the empty magazine with the flrlng hand as the non-firing hand
retrieves a full magazine, again only if his/her index finger
is long enough to reach the button.
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Many operators fingers are not and thus this button is seldom
used but would be available in the event that something would
happen to the magazine release lever and it was not available
to release the magazine.

The left hand operator would generally use the thumb of the
non-firing hand to depress the magazine release button as the
fingers of that same hand remove the magazine from the
magazine well. As with the magazine release lever, the
magazine release button springs back into position once it is
released to engage the newly inserted magazine.

Experienced users of the 9mm MPS5’s will install the trigger
group locking pin from right to left to avoid the chance of
the operator depressing the locking pin instead of the
magazine release button during a magazine exchange.

ADVANTAGES OF THE WEAPONS SYSTEM

1. Modular Construction
* Versatility to reconfigure weapon
* Simplified repair and/or replacement of assembly
groups
2. Closed-bolt firing position
* Higher degree of accuracy and controlabilty
* Greater safety compared to open-bolt designs
* Reduced fouling of breech area
3. Recoil operated, delayed roller-locked bolt system
* Locked breech. Strong and safe
* Reduction of felt recoil
4. Fluted chamber
* Equalized pressure on cases. Increased
reliability
5. Free-floating, cold hammer forged barrel
* Increased accuracy
* Longer barrel life. Much higher strength. Safer
6. Light weight and handy
7. True weapons "system"

8. large number of accessories and options, to include a
choice of three calibers
9. Interchangeability of parts without hand fitting
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CLEARING PROCEDURE/UNLOAD

The H&K MP5 is not considered "CLEAR" unless the weapon is on
vsafe', the magazine is removed, the bolt and cocking handle
are locked rearward and the chamber if free of any brass or
ammunition. NEVER ASSUME THE WEAPON IS CLEAR!!

To clear the MP5:

1.

Make certain fingers are outside of the trigger

guard and the weapon is pointed in a safe direction
at all times!

ON SAFE - Rotate the safety/selector lever to the
"Safe" position. (With the safety/selector lever
set at the white box with a white bullet symbol
inside or the white "S". See illustrations on page
16 - 18.)

from left from right
Ill.# 23A - Safety/selector lever set on "SAFE"

REMOVE MAGAZINE - Depress the magazine release

lever or button and remove the magazine from the
magazine well.

Ill.# 23B - Removing the magazine tﬁl
-4
COCKING_ LEVER - Rotate the ejection port towards
the ground and pull the cocking lever rearward one
or more times to insure the chamber is empty.

Watch for live round or empty case to be ejected.

Rotate the cocking lever upward slightly and lock
it into the detent in the cocking lever housing to
lock the bolt open.
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I1l.# 24A - Retracting the cocking lever

5. INSPECT CHAMBER - Inspect chamber for presence of
live round or empty case.

A. Visually - View chamber through open
ejection port.

B. Physically - Insert index finger through

magazine well and check for presence of a
round or cartridge case in chamber.

(Add photo of index finger checking chamber thru mag well)

Ill.# 24B - Physically checking the chamber

Remove any live rounds or empty cases from the
chamber or from within the weapon or magazine
before handling further.

The H&K MP5 submachine gun is now considered '"Clear".
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